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From the Editor 
Roger Gate 

 
Well here we are feet firmly on the ground and nothing on the clock but the time. Have been talking to a few members and 
everyone is hungry to fly, but only if it is safe, and I think it may still be a little while before this can happen. The committee 
will be meeting in the next week or so to talk through where we are financially and how we could re-open if given the go-
ahead by the CAA and BGA. 
 
I personally have been keeping busy as I finished the decking that I started 18 months ago, harrowed the fields, fertilised 
them and we have just sent Eric the bull off to be turned into bite sized chunks.  After much trial and error I have got Condor 
working and have finally flown the ridge at Eden when it was working (well virtually anyway). I think I am now at a stage, on 
Condor, where I dare to link up with others and do some lead and follow etc.. JY has been a great help with this and my 
advice is you need to play around with the settings, in particular for the graphics, until you get comfortable enough to be able 
to regularly complete an aerotow, then you know you’ve made it. 
 
Anyway, I hope this newsletter finds you all in good health and spirits and there are some interesting updates from Michael, 
Richard and Alan plus an article from Liam Ward that will make you all green with envy. There are also the results of the Inter 
Club Triangle competition from last year and, finally, if you like full strength flying then see the article on a new two seater 
arrival which you too can be a part of. Also on the final page a star is born.     
 
As always if you have any stories or pictures for the Newsletter please let me have them  

Chairman’s Report 
Michael Muir 

 
Hi all, I hope everyone has been keeping safe and 
well. At the moment we can only dream of our gliding 
activities.  
 
I have had a Zoom conference with Pete Stratton the 
Chairman of the BGA and the with all the chairman of 
the Gliding Clubs in the East of England. We talked 
about the possibilities of flying and Pete is liaising with 
the CAA about when this could happen. This is totally in 
the hands of the Government and the CAA. 
 
We have been told that that we will be receiving 
Government money (£25,000) And it should be in our 
account very shortly. Thanks to John White, our 
Treasurer, and John Palmer (Ramsey Councillor) who 
helped with our appeal. I would also like to thank Brian 
Palmer and Richard Aylesbury for looking after our site 
carrying out grass cutting and security. 
 

It looks like the new lease for the airfield should be 
signed fairly soon, after many months of negotiation. 
More details of the terms of the lease will follow, the 
main difference being that the new lease will be for 17 
years with no Lessor break clause. On our side we could 
give 6 months notice if we wish to leave. This means 
that we have over 15 years on the lease, when we apply 
for a grant of £100,000 from Sport England. This of 
course will need full discussion over what we need e.g. 
new hanger, club house facilities, winch etc.. The new 
lease will give us 2 years to finalise our grant 
application, with all the facts Sport England need.  
 
Thanks must also go to John White for his 12 years of 
being our treasurer and Roger Gate will be taking over 
when we are able to hold our AGM. 
 
That’s all folks. Michael Muir 
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Secretary’s Report 
Richard Hayden 

 

Renewals 
As you know, the lockdown occurred just at the time 
that the next year’s fees for Membership and for trailer 
and caravan parking were due. I did send out a 
reminder at the time and there has been a very good 
response. Thank you to everyone who has paid their 
fees, and also to those of you who are continuing to pay 
by monthly standing order. I would ask anyone who has 
not yet paid their fees to contact the Treasurer 
treasurer@nvgc.org.uk to arrange payment as soon as 
possible. 
The Club has recently paid the rent for the next six 
months, and we still have to pay utility bills. 
Fortunately, the electricity and fuel consumption is less 
than usual because of the lack of activity. 

AGM 2020 
The AGM at the end of March also disappeared, and it 
doesn’t look as though we will be able to hold one 
before the end of June. (Normally there should be no 
more than 15 months between our AGMs) The 
Committee is still considering the options for this. We 
didn’t have any new volunteers for Committee posts, so 
the current Committee is continuing to serve. Of 
course, if you would like to help on the Committee you 
now have a new opportunity to present yourself! Just 
email me secretary@nvgc.org.uk 

Lease 
Negotiations with the landlord for the renewal of the 
lease are still grinding slowly on. John White has been 
leading this, and the situation is steadily improving in 
that we are getting closer to achieving our main 
objectives in return for some minor concessions. It now 
looks likely that the lease will be long enough to qualify 
us for a substantial grant from Sport England, and we 
have added in the small parcel of land behind the 
hangar. Although we have been using this area for 
glider parking and for bonfires (Both at once on one 
notable occasion!), it wasn’t actually part of our leased 
ground. This will enable us to clear the area and put it 
to better use. 

Club Operations 
The Club has to remain closed for normal operations 
until the Government lockdown is relaxed. When we 
have new guidelines, the Committee will be considering 
how to start up again. The BGA is involved in 
negotiations of course, and we will be looking to them 
for advice. The first activity is likely to be some sort of 
socially-distanced access for owners needing to carry 
out maintenance and ARCs on their gliders. At the 
moment we just have a couple of designated Members 
visiting the site regularly to keep an eye on our assets. 
Let’s hope there is some good news soon!

 

Aircraft Member’s Report 
Alan Wyse 

 
Hello All, This is a first draft of a plan to help 
organise a properly-supported start-up of 
flying operations after we finally get the go-ahead. Any 
disinfectant / protection / cleaning requirements due to 
the CV will be over and above this initial engineering 
plan. 
 
Priority actions by aircraft: 
1. K13 JMX - Annual and ARC are current so a/c 
is airworthy. A/C to be washed, given a very thorough DI, 
basic ASI functionality test (pressurise pitot to VNE and 
observe instrument), inspection for rodent infestation, tyre 

pressures, canopy clean, then should be ready for flight. 
This 2-seater will be needed immediately. 
2. Twin Astir LSR - Same actions as for JMX. ARC will 
require renewing in late June, but Annual is not due until 
October. 
3. Junior KHN - Same actions as for JMX.  
4. K8 FHN - Same actions as for JMX, but Annual will 
become due in early July which could be delayed for up 
to 1 month. 
These 4 aircraft should be ready to fly very soon after our 
start-up. 
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5. K13 CFG - inspect wings and fuselage for rodent 
infestations then transfer to hangar for rigging, complete 
deflections etc, wash, complete Annual and ARC 
paperwork then will be ready to fly. 
6. K7/13 DOX - already off-line waiting Annual Inspection 
and ARC renewal. Will probably leave this until after the 
K8's Annual. 
In addition to the above there will no doubt be some 
private owners who will need an 
Inspector's assistance with their aircraft's Annual 

Inspections and ARC renewals, including my syndicate's 
Cirrus HFF, so we will be busy! 
 
Let me have any input / comments and I will update the 
plan accordingly as time progresses. After the K8's and 
DOX's Annuals are done there are no more until October 
when the Twin is due. 
 
Regards, and keep well, 
Alan Wyse 

 

How to Shed Coronavirus Blues- Plan Capstan! 
John Bennett 

 
Perhaps not the best time to adopt another glider but I 
have always believed that opportunities are like little 
cumulus clouds that float past and have to be grabbed 
before they have gone. 
 
BNR is a Slingsby T49 Capstan, one of only 32  built and 
with only about 15 surviving, this is a Gentleperson’s 
Carriage Par Excellence and in agreement with several of 
the Nene Valley Gliding Club stalwarts it arrived from 
Bicester on 22 March. It has a good aluminium trailer 
and is said to be in fine fettle.      
 
The Capstan has joined the T21 Sedbergh Group who 
are now a two aircraft syndicate. This of course will 

provide us with the photo opportunity of having a 
picture of them both flying in formation. Although with 

the current restrictions Dave Mansfield is an ace with 
Photoshop editing. 
 
Michael is an enthusiastic supporter of the project and 
wants to register it G-MUIR or G-BEXT. It is of course 
Annex 2 and free of all that EASA Cr*p and a jolly good 
reason to keep its current historic tail numbers. We 
believe that her call sign is Speedbarge 1” so it might be 
worth seeing if we can get British Airways to sponsor 
her. We could of course replace the Sedbergh with the 
Capstan. But only if the Coronavirus gets me first!! 
 
There are many advantages to owning a Capstan, we 
might attract Julian to show us how to fly it and other 
things. Old glider pilots in their dotage will still be able 
to get their bums in the air as P2 curtesy of a low 
freeboard and if rated you will be able to take your 
boy/girlfriend without messing up their hair and the 
book says it can outperform the Sedbergh. (comments 
not invited) 
 
If any members would like to join the syndicate please 
contact Trevor Nash 07949 040033. 
 
Let us look beyond coronavirus and plan to go flying 
again soon. Capstan-Smoking!  
 
John Bennett 
March 2020 
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Bent Triangle Challenge 2019 
John Young 

 
 

   

Club 
Number 

of 
Flights 

Number 
of Pilots 

XC 
Points Position 

Nene Valley 6 2 3,235 2 

Peterborough & Spalding 3 2 1,724 3 
Welland 6 4 4,053 1 

 
As usual, the scoring was calculated from flights posted on the National Ladder as this applies adjusted handicap points. 
There were a couple of flights completed but no logger used therefore no data was available for scoring. There were no 
Airspace infringements in 2019. 
 
The Challenge rules have previously been posted in earlier newsletters but if anybody wants further information or guidance 
(especially on the use of loggers or the National Ladder) please contact myself or a member of the Instructors team. 
 
John Young,  Club Ladder Steward. 
 

Repairs to our K13 G-DCFG 
Alan Wyse 

 
Our red K13 CFG was off-line for some time having suffered 
damage to the bottom of the fuselage, caused when the 
glider has over-run the front of the hangar trolley. When the 
wheel dropped over the front of the chute the rear of the 
fuselage just behind the wheel impacted on the chute edge 
causing dents in the tube. This article is to show the damage 
that occurred and all the work necessary to repair it – it’s a 
bit lengthy but I hope you find this interesting!  

First thing to do was to inspect and assess the damage so 
after de-rigging the glider the fuselage was turned upside 
down in the workshop and fabric removed to expose the 
bottom tubing – the keel tube. These photos show that the 
tube had been impacted no less than 10 times over its 2ft 
length and was bent well out of its straight line.  
All the photos that follow show one side of the fuselage – the 
same work was carried out on the other side as well. 

 



Editor - Roger Gate                        May 2020 
 

 
 

The only way to repair this tube was to replace it, and for 
that task we had to call in Chris, our CAA-approved welder 
as this was a task we could not carry out within the club’s 
current resources. Any welding of an aircraft structure must 
be carried out by a CAA-approved welder. A repair scheme 
was developed and over a couple of days the damaged 
tubes were cut out and replaced with new. More fabric had 
to be cut away to give Chris the access into the fuselage he 
needed for the welding, using a TIG (Tungsten Inert Gas) 
technique.  

Having completed the bulk of the repair from the underside 
the fuselage was turned upright again for the repair to be 
completed from top-side – you cannot weld uphill! Once 
complete, the new tubes were painted in etch-primer then 
epoxy grey to protect them. The epoxy paint is designed to 
show up any cracks or stresses in welded structures. The 
next photos show the completed repairs and painted 
structure. The arrows indicate the 3 tubes that had to be 
replaced. 

 

 
  
Welding done, the next task was to prepare the apertures 
that were cut out in the original covering ready for 
recovering. The fabric around the periphery of the apertures 
was sanded back to remove existing paint to provide a key for 
the new fabric to be adhered to. Then fabric tapes were stuck 
to the tubes where the new fabric covering will need to be 
anchored. A special fabric cement was used to do this. 
    
Once the apertures were prepared and tapes stuck to the 
tubing we were ready for the recovering operation.  

Paper patterns had to be cut out to determine the actual 
shape of each piece of fabric required. One long triangular 
piece was needed to cover from the keel tube down to the 
first longeron on each side, from the rear end of the repair to 
the mainwheel aperture. 2 other basically rectangular pieces 
covered the lower rectangular aperture each side. The photos 
below illustrate these 2 steps in the process. The fabric used 
is called ‘Ceconite’, a man-made polyester-based material 
specifically designed for covering aircraft struct
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After allowing 2 days for the fabric cement to fully cure the 
next step was to shrink the new fabric until it is taut over the 
framework and all creases are removed. This was done using 
a conventional household iron set to ‘Wool’ and held just 
above the surface of the fabric to provide sufficient heat to 

shrink the fabric. This was followed by the application of 2 
coats of clear dope and 2 coats of aluminium dope by brush 
to provide protection from the sun’s UV rays that cause fabric 
to degrade and decay. 

 

 
 
When done, the fuselage was moved into the Aircraft 
Container for painting. After masking up to avoid stray 
overspray marking surfaces not to be painted the white 
undercoat was sprayed on. The undercoat and topcoats are 
both 2-part acrylic paints that give off potentially harmful 

vapours, so the spraying is done with an air-curtain type of 
facemask / helmet to protect the operator, hence the need to 
move the fuselage into the Aircraft Container, our designated 
‘paint shop’. 
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                         Masked up and undercoated                                              Final colour coat applied then de-masked 
 
After another 2-day wait for the undercoat to fully dry the 
red top-coat was sprayed on, 2-3 coats wet-on-wet to achieve 
a good coverage and finish. Then when dry a final tidying up 
and the job was done. Now to complete all the paperwork – 
worksheets etc, then I can start the Annual Inspection – at 
last! 
 
What has it cost you might ask? The welding alone cost the 
club £455, materials, paint etc another £50 or so. In man-
hours of work - a staggering 80 hours between me and my 

helper, Tony Walker, whose helpful extra pair of hands was 
much appreciated!  
 
If any of you younger members out there would like to get 
involved in this kind of work for the club with the possibility 
of becoming a BGA Inspector please let me know. Our club’s 
current 2 Inspectors are 70+ and 80+ years old and have 
many skills and much knowledge that needs passing on 
before it’s too late! 
 
Alan Wyse, Aircraft Member, February 2020 

 

Our trip to Denbigh - Winter 2020 
Liam Ward 

 
A brief summary of my trip to Lleweni Parc, Denbigh 
with Mike Newton, Ross Morriss of PSGC and my dad. 
 
A bit of history of the site, it was bought as a couple of 
fields by Rodney Witter  in the early 1990’s and work 
started to turn into an airfield. Tarmac was laid to create 
a 6 metre runway with a narrow peri-track at the northern 
end. 
 
The site operates all year off the hard, the grass isn’t used 
as their local Farmer, Mr Palmer grows grass for animal 
feed. 
 
Just to the east there is a 30 km ridge that runs north-
south, it works well with a 15 knot +wind from the SW 
& W directions. Looking west from the airfield the 

Snowdonia mountain range can be seen in the distance, 
mountain flying is an amazing experience! 
 
The CFI of the site is Chris Gill, supported by Joe & 
Bella his two dogs. Joe is an enormous Newfoundland 
and weighs 80kg 
 
It is classed as a soaring centre, there are no members. 
 
Chris normally flies a self-launching DG1000, it wasn’t 
available on this occasion so we had use of a Duo 
Discus, It was nice to fly, light on the controls and 
handled well. 
 
Dad flew first with Chris, for a check ride before being 
converted onto the LS4. After being aerotowed up to 
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2500 ft and dropped at the ridge, he headed off into 
wave, climbing upto 9000 ft. It was very cold (-12). Dad 
said he had to be careful not to enter any of the  
 
wispy cu blowing in from the west due to airframe icing. 
He enjoyed flying the LS. 
 
The weather closed in after that and we had to stop 
flying. 
 
The following day, I got to crew the Eurofox with Chris 
to launch Ross. Chris did the flying until Ross was 
released. To my surprise Chris gave me control and 
under his guidance I landed it at Denbigh without 
incident. I was chuffed. 
 
Later in the week, I flew in the rear seat of a Duo Discus 
to fly a ridge running task from Denbigh Ridge South to 
Prestatyn, it was quite challenging to fly at 100 knts  in 
very turbulent conditions against 7 other gliders. It was a 
great experience and a lot of fun. 
 
Friday was our last day at Denbigh. 
It was promising to be an epic day with a possibility of 
diamond heights being achieved, however the weather 
wasn’t playing that morning. 
 
We waited in the club house for the cloud to break and 
rain to stop. It was very windy. 
 
By lunchtime Chris had decided to launch and I got to fly 
back seat for an attempt to get into the wave. 
The wind made for a lively take off as we climbed out of 
Denbigh behind the Fox, we were dropped off at 2500 ft 
in wave and very quickly climbed in the very smooth air. 
We were at 9000ft in what seemed to be just a few 
minutes. 
 

 

 
 
Continuing upwards, we went onto oxygen and I had my 
introduction to the Mountain High oxygen system. It 
works by detecting breathing and introducing short 
bursts of oxygen into the nose via a nasal canular, It 
didn’t take too long to get used to the sensation. 
 

 
 
We continued climbing steadily in bright sunshine and 
with the cloud now far below us the temp dropped to  a 
chilly-16 c we worked our way up through the wave to 
an incredible 18000 feet. We were getting close to the 
19500 ft QNH airspace restriction so Chris opened the 
airbrakes to bring us down. 
 
What a week! 
Liam 
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A few more pictures from Denbigh 
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Brian Palmer Awarded 

BGA Diploma For Services To Gliding 

2020 
 

Citation : 
  

Brian Palmer has been a member of the Nene Valley Gliding Club for 30 years. During that period, he 
has been active in all areas of the club’s support operations, including keeping the grass cut for 20 of 

those years! 
 

Brian has been an active member of the club’s management committee for more years than anyone can 
remember and has contributed enormously to the ongoing success of the club. 

 
 

 


